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PEDICON 2026 Newsletter — Issue 7

Bengal’s Legacy — A Journey Through Spirit, Ideas, and Courage

As PEDICON 2026 approaches, Kolkata is buzzing with excitement. This mega event will not only highlight scientific excellence

but also give us an opportunity to soak in the cultural and intellectual spirit of Bengal.

And what a spirit it is. Bengal has always been a land of ideas—where saints spoke in songs, reformers wrote with conviction,
scientists built with scraps, and freedom fighters lit up the nation with courage. In this edition of our newsletter, we walk through

some of Bengal's most inspiring lives.

Now, the truth is—we can never cover them all. Bengal's list of luminaries is far too vast for one issue. Some we've already
touched upon in earlier editions, many more remain for the future. But even a glimpse reminds us why Bengal continues to be

Spiritual Leaders & Philosophers

Bengal’s soil has given birth to seekers who were not confined in monasteries alone — they walked among people, laughed,
wept, and questioned. They made spirituality not a ritual but a living, breathing force. And as you journey through this land
during PEDICON, you will find their footsteps still alive — in temples, in villages, in songs carried by the evening breeze.

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (1486-1534)

Known as Gauranga for his golden
complexion, Chaitanya was born in
Nabadwip in Nadia district and
became the torchbearer of the Bhakti
movement in Bengal. His philosophy
was simple: love for God expressed
through song and dance. He led
ecstatic public processions, singing
and dancing to the divine names of
Krishna. His kirtans were not just rituals
but outpourings of pure love, breaking
barriers of caste and creed. Stories tell
of him losing himself in tears, calling
out for Krishna with the desperation of
a lover. For his followers, he was not
only a saint but an incarnation of
Krishna Himself.

Where to visit: Nabadwip and Mayapur,
Nadia District - Nabadwip, his
birthplace, is filled with temples that
preserve his memory. A short distance
away is Mayapur, home to the ISKCON
temple, a global hub for Krishna
devotion, where chants of “Hare
Krishna” echo day and night

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
] wE

Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa
(1836-1886)

Sri Ramakrishna  was  born  in
Kamarpukur and became the priest of
the Dakshineswar Kali Temple. His life
was a continuous experiment with
truth—he practiced different faiths
including Islam and Christianity, and
each time he proclaimed that all paths
lead to the same divine reality. He was
no ordinary priest. In moments of divine
ecstasy, he would lose all sense of time,
immersed in communion with the
Goddess. Once,
devotion, he lovingly fed the idol of Kali
as if She  were his own
daughter—because for him, the Divine

overwhelmed by

was living and breathing. His teachings
emphasized the unity of all religions:
“As many faiths, so many paths.” Once,
while explaining religion to his disciples,
he used the parable of a chameleon
that changed colors but remained the
same creature—just like God who is
one, though worshipped in many
forms.He showed that God can be
realized through love, surrender, and
simplicity.

Where to visit: Dakshineswar Kali
Temple, Kolkata - The very temple
where he lived and worshipped. The
sacred ghats of the Ganga here carry
echoes of his ecstasies. Visitors can
walk the same courtyards he did and
feel a rare spiritual intensity still alive in
the air.

Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa
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Sarada Devi (1853-1920)

Affectionately called the Holy Mother,
Sarada Devi was the spiritual
companion of Sri Ramakrishna. While
Ramakrishna was the fire of
renunciation, Sarada was the ocean of
quiet compassion. Once, when a poor
woman came to her ashamed of her
torn sari, Sarada Ma gently comforted
her, saying, “Am | not your mother too?”
For her, spirituality meant
unconditional love, patience, and
lived simply, spinning
thread and cooking, yet her wisdom
and presence
seekers. When disciples ofRamakrishna
were lost after his passing, it was
Sarada Devi, his spiritual consort, who
gave them shelter and strength. She
was the embodiment of unconditional
love. One story tells of a thief who came
to her door. Instead of scolding, she fed
him a meal—teaching by example that
compassion transforms hearts.

Place to Jayrambati  and
Kamarpukur — Her ancestral home and
surroundings where her life of
simplicity and divinity unfolded.
Pilgrims find a homely serenity in these
places

service. She

nurtured countless

visit:

Sarada Devi

Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902)

The fiery disciple of Sri Ramakrishna,
Sswami
spiritual message to the West at the

Vivekananda took India’s

Chicago Parliament of Religions in 1893.
His thunderous opening words, “Sisters
and Brothers of Americo,” drew a
standing ovation and announced
India’s spiritual heritage to the world
stage. But beyond his speeches, he
was a tireless worker—building schools,
relief organizations, and inspiring youth
to believe in themselves.

Place to visit: Swami Vivekananda's
Ancestral House in Kolkata and Belur
Math, where his ideals are kept alive
through education, and
meditation.

service,

W T

Swami Vivekananda

Sri Aurobindo (1872-1950)

Sri Aurobindo was not
philosopher and yogi
revolutionary and poet. Educated in
England, he returned to India to play a
pivotal role in the early nationalist
movement, advocating independence
from British rule. Later, turning towards
spiritual life, he settled in Pondicherry,
where he developed the philosophy of
Integral Yoga—a path that seeks to
unite the spiritual and material aspects
of existence. Through his writings like
The Life Divine and Sawvitri, Sri Aurobindo
explored the evolution of human
consciousness and the potential of
mankind to achieve divine life on earth.
His teachings, along with the guidance
of The Mother (Mirra Alfassa), continue
to inspire seekers worldwide through
the Sri Aurobindo Ashram and Auroville.
Place to visit: Sri Aurobindo Ashram in

only a
but also a

Pondicherry, a retreat of meditation,
silence, and spiritual literature.

Social Reformers — Quiet Revolutions

Bengal's reformers weren’t always
firebrands in the streets. Many fought
their battles with words, classrooms,
and small but powerful acts of
compassion. Their revolutions were
quieter, but their effects reshaped
society for generations.

Raja Rammohan Roy — The Man Who
Answered with a Letter

When furious elders thundered in the
temple courtyards, he sat at a small
desk and wrote. Rajo Rammohan Roy'’s
pen moved like a plough—turning
stubborn ground into soil fit for new
ideas. Rather than shout, he drafted
calm, precise appeals against Sati and
superstition, sent letters to officials, and
published essays that
custom. His steady insistence on
reason and humanity changed minds
not by spectacle but by argument, and
that steady, patient force planted the
seeds of modern reform.

unsettled

Raja Rammohan'Roy
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Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar — The
Teacher Who Married Education with
Mercy

Imagine a village path where a shy girl
stands outside a  schoolhouse.
Vidyasagar would be the man there
smiling, opening the gate, and gently
insisting she enter. He fought for
widows in court, yes, but his daily
revolutions were quieter: simplifying
the script so children could learn faster,
founding girls’ schools, handing out
books. Once he wrapped his own shawl
around a shivering widow on a winter
street—small gestures that mattered

as much as laws. For him, reform was
bedside tenderness as much as bold
legislation..
serenity in these places

Pilgrims find a homely

Keshab Chandra Sen — The Young
Firebrand Who Rearranged the
Drawing-Room)

Keshab loved theatrical gestures. At a
public meeting he once reached
across and touched a hand many
deemed untouchable — a simple
touch that crackled through a room
like lightning. He hosted gatherings
spoke, and where
orthodox listeners left uncomfortable
but thinking. He quoted Upanishads
and Western philosophers in the same

where women

breath, stitching ideas together into a
vision that would push people to
rethink faith, caste, and the rules of
respectable society.

Keshab Chandra Sen .

Debendranath Tagore — The Quiet
Reformer of Faith

Debendranath rearranged devotional
life like furniture in a house—slow,
careful, and with uncanny good taste.
He invited friends to read scriptures
without priests, to sing without
hierarchy, to make prayer
instead of merely performative. His was
not the roar of protest but the steady
work of changing how people

inward

worshipped and lived, making faith
more humane and less a matter of
show.

Begum Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain —
Lessons beneath the Neem Tree

Where formal schools would not yet
open their doors, Begum Rokeya began
a classroom under a neem tree.
Mothers brought daughters shy and
curious; she taught letters, sewing, and
the courage to speak up. When critics
scoffed, she answered with stories of
bold girls who walked into daylight. Her
tiny open-air classes
rebellions that grew into a movement
for women'’s education.

were quiet

Begum Rokeya Sakhawat H

Educationists & Thinkers — Schools,
Classrooms, and Quiet Revolutions

Bengal’'s modern mind was shaped not
only by speeches and pamphlets but
by classrooms, workshops, and printing
presses. Here are a few people who
loved books and schools so fiercely
that they changed how a whole society
learned.

Rabindranath Tagore — The School
Under the Open Sky

On a sunny afternoon in Santiniketan,
children gather under the banyan tree
while their teacher—gentle, curious,
and full of song—asks them to listen to
the wind. That teacher was
Rabindranath Tagore in his element:
not the formal principal behind a desk,
but the kind of educator who believed
the world should be the
classroom. He founded Visva-Bharati
so students would learn from nature,
music, craft, and conversation—not just
from textbooks. Tagore's lessons were
lived: a lesson in pottery, a verse at
twilight, learning to see the sacred in
the everyday.

itself
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Henry Louis Vivian Derozio — The
Young Teacher Who Ignited a
Generation

Imagine a  bright-voiced young
teacher pacing the benches of Hindu
College, quoting Byron one moment
and arguing for liberty the next. That
was Derozio — a spark in the young
minds of the 1820s
themselves Young Bengal. He taught
them to question, to read widely, to
speak boldly. His classroom felt like a
salon and a revolution wrapped
together; students left not only with
knowledge but with the habit of asking
why. Derozio’s lessons were short on
ceremony and long on courage.

who called

Henry Louis Vivian Der@io
e |

Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee — The Night
Watchman of Learning

Sir Ashutosh once famously walked the
university corridors late into the night,
not because he loved paperwork but
because he loved standards. As
Vice-Chancellor, he tightened exams,
encouraged research, and
that merit—not influence—decide a
scholar’s fate. Colleagues recall him as
strict but fair: a man who expected
brilliaonce and then quietly made
institutions strong enough to sustain it.
Under his stewardship, higher
education in Bengal grew roots that

insisted

could weather storms of politics and
time.

Freedom Fighters of Bengal — The

Courage That Lit a Nation

When we talk about India’'s fight for
independence, Bengal's name always
comes up. And rightly so. This land
gave birth to some of the fiercest
voices and bravest hearts who stood
up against British rule. Whether it was
young boys like Khudiram Bose, who
embraced the gallows with a smile, or
leaders like Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose, who built an army to challenge
the empire—Bengal was always at the
front line.

What made Bengal unique was the
variety of contributions. There were
revolutionaries who took to armed
struggle, reformers who used their pen
and voice to inspire change, and
ordinary men and women who risked
their lives to carry messages, hide
fugitives, or shelter freedom fighters.
From village homes to the streets of
Kolkata, the air was charged with a
single goal—freedom.

The scale of Bengal's contribution is
proved by a simple fact: if you go
through the list of prisoners at the
dreaded Andaman Cellular Jail, you'll
find that most of them were Bengalis.
That alone tells us how central Bengal
was to the struggle for India’s freedom.

What made Bengal unique was the
variety of contributions. There were
revolutionaries who took to armed
struggle, reformers who used their pen
and voice to inspire change, and
ordinary men

Khudiram Bose — The Boy Who Smiled
at the Gallows

When Khudiram Bose was arrested
after the Muzaffarpur bombing in 1908,
he was just 18 vyears old. The
newspapers of the time wrote that he
walked to the gallows with a smile on
his face, barefoot, chanting Vande
Mataram. Ordinary people in Bengal
were moved—how could a teenager
show such courage in the face of
certain death? Khudiram’s sacrifice
turned him into a household name,
inspiring countless young men and
women to dream of freedom. His story
still reminds us of the power of youthful
courage when directed toward a
higher cause.

Visitors to PEDICON can Vvisit the
Khudiram Bose Memorial Museum in
Midnapore, which  preserves his
belongings, letters, and the memory of
a boy who became a martyr.

Khudiram Bose
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Bagha Jatin - The Tiger of Bengal

Jatindranath Mukherjee, lovingly called
Bagha Jatin, earned his nickname after
wrestling a tiger with his bare hands—a
story that became legend in Bengal.
But his true mark on history was his
leadership in  organizing armed
revolution against the British. In 1915, on
the banks of the Buribalam River in
Odisha, he and his comrades fought a
fierce gun battle against British forces.
Surrounded and outnumbered, Jatin
fought bravely until his last breath.
Today, he is remembered as the man
who said, “Amra morbo, jagat jagbe”
(“we shall die, the nation will awaken”).
At the Buribalom River
Balasore, a memorial stands to honor
Bagha Jatin's last stand. In Kolkata,
Bagha Jatin railway
colonies keep his memory alive.

site near

station and

Bagha Jatin

Benoy, Badal, Dinesh — The Heroes of
Writers’ Building

On December 8, 1930, three young
men—Benoy Basu, Badal Gupta, and
Dinesh Gupta—walked into the Writers’
Building in Kolkata, the very nerve
center of British administration.
Dressed in European suits, they carried
hidden revolvers and attacked Colonel
Simpson,

infamous for his brutal

treatment of political prisoners. The
daring act shook the British, and when
surrounded, the trio chose death over
capture—Benoy and Badal consumed
cyanide, while Dinesh was executed
later. Their bravery turned Writers’
Building into more than an office—it
became a symbol of Bengal’s fearless
spirit.

Visitors can still see the Writers’ Building
in B.B.D. Bagh, the heart of colonial
Calcutta, named after these three
martyrs (Benoy-Badal-Dinesh).

Benoy, Badal, Dinesh

Masterda Surya Sen - The Teacher
Who Led a Revolution

Surya Sen was not a soldier—he was a
schoolteacher in Chittagong. But in
1930, he masterminded one of the most
daring attacks against the British: the
Chittagong Armoury Raid. Along with a
group of young revolutionaries, he
captured the British armoury, cut
telephone and telegraph wires, and
raised the Indian flag. Though
eventually arrested and brutally
tortured, Surya Sen never betrayed his
comrades. His last words were: “Do not
forget the cause of our motherland.”
His life proved that one does not need
weapons of birth but courage of heart
to challenge an empire.

Visitors can go to Chittagong (now in
Bongladesh) for the historic sites, but in
Kolkata, Surya Sen Street and Surya

Sen Hall in the University preserve his
name and legacy.

Preetilata Waddedar — The
Torchbearer of Women'’s Revolution

Preetilata, a student turned
revolutionary, joined Surya Sen’s group.
In 1932, disguised as a man, she led an
attack on the Pahartali European Club
in Chittagong, notorious for its racist
signboard: “Dogs and Indians not
allowed.” The operation was
successful, but she was injured and
surrounded. Refusing capture, she
consumed cyanide at just 21 years of
age. Her sacrifice inspired countless

women to step into the freedom

struggle with the same fiery
determination.
Preetilata’s  statue in  Chittagong

honors her, but in Kolkata, her memory
invoked during women'’s
marches and student movements.

is often
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Matangini Hazra — The Grandmother
Who Carried the Flag

In Tamluk, a frail elderly woman,
draped in white, became the face of
defiance. Matangini Hazra, lovingly
called Gandhi Buri, led a procession of
thousands in 1942 during the Quit India
Movement. When the British police
opened fire, she kept walking forward
with the tricolor in her hands, chanting
“Vande Mataram” until she fell, shot
multiple times. Her story became

legendary—not because of her age,
but because it showed that courage
doesn't retire.

A statue of Matangini Hazra now
stands in Kolkata near the Maidan,
holding the tricolor high, just as she did
in her final moments.

ANV WES —
Subhas Chandra Bose — Netaji and the
Call to Arms

No story of Bengal's freedom struggle is
complete without Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose. Brilliant, bold, and
fiercely independent, he challenged
Gandhi's non-violent methods and
chose the path of armed struggle. With
his famous cry “Give me blood, and |
will give you freedom!”, he built the
Indian National Army (INA) with the
dream of marching into India and
hoisting the tricolor. Though his exact
fate remains one of history’s greatest
mysteries, his vision of a strong,
self-reliant India still inspires

generations.

Visitors to Kolkata must see Netaji
Bhawan, his ancestral house on Elgin
Road, now a museum. It holds his
personal belongings, including the car
he used during his legendary escape
from British surveillance.

Subhas Chandra Bose

Rashbehari Bose - The Master of
Disguise

Rashbehari
earliest revolutionaries who thought
beyond Bengal. After playing a key role
in organizing the Ghadar movement
and plotting against British officials, he
became a master of disguise—once
escaping police by blending into a
wedding procession as a priest!
Eventually, he fled to Japan, where he
laid the foundation for the
National Army (INA). Later, it was Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose who would
expand it into a formidable force.
Without Rashbehari's groundwork, INA
might never have been born.

Visitors can learn about him at the INA
exhibitions in Netaji Bhawan, Kolkataq,
where his role is highlighted alongside
Netaji’s.

Bose was one of the

Indian

Rashbehari Bose

Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das — The
People’s Friend

CR. Das, affectionately called
Deshbandhu (“Friend of the Nation”),
was not just a lawyer but the voice of
Bengal's middle class during the
freedom  struggle. He
defended revolutionaries like
Aurobindo Ghosh in court, arguing with
such brilliance that Aurobindo was
acquitted. Later, as the Mayor of
Calcutta, he started policies to improve
primary education and
sanitation—because  freedom, he
believed, was incomplete without
social progress. His house,
Deshbandhu Bhawan, became a hub
for freedom fighters. Even after his early
death, his call for Swaraj through
constructive work lived on.

famously

Visitors can see Deshbandhu Bhawan
in Kolkata, which preserves his legacy
and contributions.

Bipin Chandra Pal - The Father of
Revolutionary Thought

Bipin Chandra Pal was part of the
legendary that
electrified India’s freedom movement
with their slogan of Swaraj is my
birthright. A fiery orator and thinker, he
urged Indians to boycott British goods
and embrace swadeshi long before it
became mainstream. Stories say that

Lal-Bal-Pal trio
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Iwhen he addressed gatherings in
Kolkata, the crowd would sit in pin-drop
silence, carried away by his words. Pal’s
writings, speeches, and radical ideas
laid the intellectual foundation for
India’s independence.

Visitors can walk down Bipin Behari
Ganguly Street in Kolkata, which
honors his memory, and visit libraries
where his fiery essays are still
preserved.

Bipin Chandra Pal

When the People Rose: The Role of
Bengal's Masses in the Freedom
Struggle

No story of Bengal’s freedom struggle is
The freedom movement in Bengal was
never just the story of famous names. It
was also about ordinary men and
sepoys, students,
traders—who, when pushed to the wall,
stood up with remarkable courage.
Take Barrackpore in 1857. A young
sepoy named Mangal Pandey,
angered by the use of cartridges
rumoured to be greased with cow and
pig fat, refused to accept the insult to
his faith. His gunfire against the British
officers might have seemed like a
small act in the moment, but it lit the
first sparks of what we now call the First
War of Independence. Barrackpore's
parade ground, still standing today,
bears witness to that act of defiance.
Just two years later, the fight shifted to
Bengal’s villages. In Nadia and Jessore,

women—farmers,

indigo farmers were trapped in
exploitative contracts—forced to grow
indigo that ruined their soil while
leaving them in debt. In 1859, they
made a choice: “No more indigo.” Entire
villages united, refusing to sow the crop
despite threats and violence. A planter
once arrived to force a farmer’'s hand,
only to find the entire village waiting
silently behind him. The collective
resistance became the Neel (Indigo)
Revolution, powerful enough that the
British were forced to appoint an Indigo
Commission, which ruled in favor of the
peasants.

By 1905, Bengal's streets themselves
had become battlegrounds. When Lord
Curzon partitioned Bengal, people
responded  with  the  Swadeshi
Movement. Students picketed shops
selling British goods, women sat at their
verandahs  spinning  khadi, and
bonfires of foreign cloth lit up Kolkata's
nights. It wasn't led by guns or armies
but by the sheer determination of the
people. Even songs like Bande
Mataram  became
resistance.

These stories Bengal's
freedom struggle was not only about
leaders in history books but about
countless nameless men and women
who stood together. Their collective
voice proved that independence was,
at its core, a people’s movement.

Places to Visit

If you want to feel this spirit of the
masses during your PEDICON visit, here
are some places worth exploring:

weapons  of

remind us:

+ Indigo Revolt Memorial, Nadia
District — Marks the struggles of
farmers who fought against indigo
planters.

« Barrackpore - Where Mangal
Pandey’s uprising against the British
sparked the 1857 mutiny. The
cantonment area and Mangal Pandey
Park still carry echoes of those days.

=

Kolkata - The
epicenter of the Swadeshi movement.
Even today, the bookshops and coffee
houses here hum with the spirit of
resistance and debate.

« Town Hall, Kolkata — Where many

+ College Street,

meetings and gatherings of the

Swadeshi movement once took place.

Bengal’s freedom story is not just about
famous leaders—it's about ordinary
people too. From reformers and
revolutionaries to peasants, students,
and women, everyone had a role to
play. The Andaman Cellular Jail still
reminds us how many Bengalis gave
their lives and youth for the nation.

In the end, the fight for freedom in
Bengal was about unity, courage, and
hope—and that spirit continues to
inspire us today.
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Scientists and Thinkers of Bengal -
Lighting the Torch of Knowledge

If Bengal gave India saints, reformers,
and freedom fighters, it also gave the
world some of its greatest scientific
minds. At a time when India was still
under colonial rule and resources were
scarce, these pioneers proved that
knowledge could break barriers. They
carried out groundbreaking
experiments in makeshift labs, wrote
theories that shook up the scientific
world, and inspired generations to
dream bigger.

What's fascinating is that many of
them were not just scientists, but also
philosophers and teachers—blending
modern science with Indian thought
and forever changing the way we look
at the world. Their stories remind us
that Bengal's freedom struggle wasn't
only on the streets—it was also in
classrooms, laboratories, and in the
realm of ideas.

bonfires of foreign cloth lit up Kolkata's
nights. It wasn't led by guns or armies
but by the sheer determination of the

people. Even songs like Bande
Mataram  became  weapons  of
resistance.

These stories remind us: Bengal's
freedom struggle was not only about
leaders in history books but about
countless nameless men and women
who stood together. Their collective
voice proved that independence was,

at its core, a people’s movement.

Jagadish Chandra Bose (1858-1937)

It's said that when Jagadish Chandra
Bose first presented his experiments on
wireless communication in London, the
hall  fell they

silent—not because

doubted him, but because they were in
awe that a man from colonial India had
beaten Marconi in demonstrating the
idea. Bose built his instruments from
discarded equipment, even using an
old tin to make what the world later
called a “waveguide.” But his curiosity
went beyond machines—he showed
that plants too respond to stimuli,
proving a connection between the
living and non-living. Today, his work is
seen as a bridge between science and
philosophy, reminding us that nature
listens if only we care to observe.

Place to visit. Acharya Jagadish
Chandra Bose Indian Botanic Garden,
Shibpur—known for the Great Banyan
Tree and Bose’s botanical legacy.

Jagadish ChandraBose :

Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray
(1861-1944)

When young Prafulla Chandra Ray set
up a small chemical laboratory in his
rented house in Calcutta, he had no
idea he was laying the foundation of
India’s chemical industry. His company,
Bengal Chemicals and
Pharmaceuticals, became the
country’s first pharmaceutical firm. But
Ray wasn't just a chemist; he was a
teacher who gave away his salary to
support students and a nationalist who
believed science could strengthen
India. Once, when asked why he wore
such simple clothes, he laughed and
said, “I'd rather spend on experiments
than on fashion.” His legacy lives on in

every Indian scientist who dares to
build something from scratch.

Place to visit: Science College,
University of Calcutta, where his
laboratory  still  inspires  young

scientists.

Acharya Prafulla Chandra R

Satyendra Nath Bose (1894-1974)

The world knows Einstein, but not
everyone knows that the “Boson”
particle is named after an
Indian—Satyendra Nath Bose. Once,
when he sent his paper on quantum
mechanics to Einstein, the great
physicist was so impressed that he
himself translated it into German and
published it. Bose was not just a
scientist but a teacher who believed in
igniting curiosity
learning. He often said that students
should argue with their
teachers—that's how new ideas are
born. Today, every time physicists talk
about the Higgs Boson or “God
particle,” Bengal's own Bose is silently
part of the conversation.

Place to visit: Bose Institute, Kolkata,
established by J.C. Bose but later
shaped by Bose's intellectual influence.

rather than rote

Satyendra Nath Bose
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Meghnad Saha (1893-1956)

Born in a poor family in a village near
Dhaka, Meghnad Saha often studied
under a flickering streetlamp because
his home had no electricity. Years later,
his Saha Equation
revolutionized astrophysics, helping
scientists understand how stars burn
and shine. But Saha’s genius didn’t stop
at theory—he pushed for India’s rivers
to be harnessed for electricity, seeing
science as a tool for
development. In Parliament, he argued
fiercely for scientific planning, proving

lonization

national

that a scientist could also be a
His journey from a
vilage boy to a world-renowned
astrophysicist is Bengal's
proudest stories.

Place to visit: Saha Institute of Nuclear
Physics, Kolkata, a premier research
hub carrying forward his vision.

nation-builder.

one of

Meghnad Saha

Bengal and the Nobel Award

For a land tucked in the eastern corner
of India, Bengal has produced an
astonishing number of Nobel laureates
whose ideas, creativity, and compas-
sion touched the whole world. From

literature to science to economics and
peace, Bengal's thinkers have time and
again proven that brilliance knows no
borders.

Rabindranath Tagore — The First Asian
Nobel Laureate (1913, Literature)

Mother Teresa - The Saint of the
Gutters (1979, Peace)

When the Swedish Academy honored
Tagore in 1913 for Gitanjali, it was more
than just an award. It was a recognition
of Bengal's world
literature—the voice of
spirituality, and lyrical beauty. Imagine
a Bengali poet sitting by the Ganges,
writing verses that would one day be
read in Stockholm! To this day, Tagore
remains the pride of not just Bengal but
all of Asia.

voice in
humanity,

Rabindranath Tagore

C.V.Raman - Though Born Elsewhere,
His Nobel Connects Strongly to Bengal
(1930, Physics)

Raman won the Nobel for his discovery
of the Raman Effect while working in
Kolkata at the Indian Association for
the Cultivation of Science (IACS). His
pathbreaking research was carried out
right here in the city, making Kolkata a
landmark in the global map of physics.

C.V.Raman
|

Though not Bengali by birth, Mother
Teresa’'s life and work in Kolkata made
her a daughter
Missionaries of Charity in the lanes of
Kalighat embodied compassion in its
purest form. The Nobel Peace Prize
recognized not just her but also the city
that became a haven for her mission.

of the soil. Her

Amartya Sen - The Economist with a
Human Face (1998, Economics)

From Santiniketan classrooms to the
corridors of Harvard, Amartya Sen
carried Bengal's tradition of thinking
about society with both head and
heart. His work on welfare economics
and poverty has shaped policies
across the globe. For Sen, numbers
were not abstract—they were about
hungry mouths and real lives.

Amartya Sen
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Abhijit Vinayak Banerjee — The Modern
Voice of Economics (2019, Economics)

Another son of Bengal, Abhijit Banerjee,
along with Esther Duflo and Michael
Kremer, won the Nobel for experimental
approaches to alleviating global pover-
ty. Educated in Kolkata before moving
abroad, Banerjee’s roots lie firmly in the
city’s intellectual soil. His work reminds
us that ideas born in a classroom can
change the fate of millions.

Five Nobel Prizes, each shining a different
light—literature, physics, peace,
economics—and all connected to
Bengal. This tiny corner of the world has
left an imprint on global thought far
larger than its geography. As we prepare
for PEDICON 2026, we can take pride in
this legacy, knowing that Bengal has
always been a land where ideas flourish
and reach the highest recognition.
across the globe. For Sen, numbers were
not abstract—they were about hungry
mouths and real lives.

Abhijit Vinayak Banerjee:

— = g o

Closing Note

As you've seen in these pages, Bengal's story is not written in monuments
or museums alone—it lives through its people. From saints and
philosophers to reformers, freedom fighters, scientists, and Nobel
laureates, this land has given the world more than just hames—it has
given ideas, courage, compassion, and creativity.

Of course, in the small space of a newsletter, it is impossible to capture
every towering figure. The number is vast, the stories endless. But even a
glimpse reminds us of the extraordinary soil we stand on.

As we prepare for PEDICON 2026 in Kolkata, let us carry this spirit with
us—the spirit of Bengal that blends wisdom with warmth, intellect with
action, and philosophy with progress. When you walk the streets of this
city during the conference, remember ,you are walking the same ground
where visionaries once dreamed, debated, created, and changed the
course of history.

Bengal has always been more than a place—it has been an idea. And
ideas, as Bengal has shown, are what shape the future.

We hope this journey has given you stories to carry into PEDICON. Until our
next edition, when we bring you yet another slice of Bengal’'s soul, see you
soon—and happy reading till we meet again.

VAL
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