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Kolkata doesn’t celebrate festivals; it lives them...
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Festivals of Bengal: A Harmony of Cultures and Celebrations

A Land Where Every Festival Unites Us

Dear Colleagues,

West Bengal is known for its cultural harmony and social inclusivity, where people of different religions, languages, and
communities live together in peace. Here, festivals transcend religious boundaries, becoming shared experiences that bring joy
to all. It is common to see Hindus joining their Muslim friends in Eid celebrations, Christians participating in Durga Puja pandal
hopping, Sikhs celebrating Poila Boishakh, and people of all communities coming together to enjoy Christmas at Park Street.
Kolkata’s unique ethos is best described by the phrase "Mile Mishe Ekkhon" (Together as One).

No matter the festival—Durga Puja, Eid, Christmas, Guru Nanak Jayanti, or Buddha Purnima—Bengal celebrates it with the same
enthusiasm, proving that in this land, faith and festivity know no barriers.

In this issue, let’s explore how Bengal’s diverse festivals unite people, enrich cultures, and create unforgettable moments of joy.

Hindu Festivals of Bengal

Durga Puja - The Grandest Celebration
(september-October)
+ Bengal's biggest socio-cultural event,

celebrated with  elaborate  artistic
pandals,
idol processions, and cultural

performances.

+ Recognized as a UNESCO Intangible
Cultural Heritage, this festival sees
participation from people of all religions
and backgrounds.

Must-visit Pujas in Kolkata:

@ Bagbazar Sarbojanin — A century-old
traditional puja.

@ Santosh Mitra Square — Known for its §

stunning themes.
@ Kumartuli Park

idol-making artisans of Kolkata.
@ Suruchi Sangha - Famous for its
storytelling through creative themes.

— Celebrating the |

Kali Puja & Diwali (October-November)

« While the rest of India celebrates
Lakshmi Puja on Diwali, Bengal worships
Goddess Kali, symbolizing strength and
empowerment.

Poila Boishakh - Bengali New Year
(April 14/15)
« A festival of new beginnings, business

prosperity, and cultural performances.

« Special dishes: Panta Bhat, llish Bhapa,

Rosogolla.

Saraswati Puja — The Festival of
Learning (January-February)

- A festival where students worship
Goddess Saraswati, the deity of wisdom.
« Popular among young people as

Bengali Valentine’s Day!

Dol Jatra — Bengal’s Colorful Holi
(March)
« A celebration of colours, music, and
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Bhadu Festival — The Women's Festival
of Purulia (August-September)

« Rural women sing folk songs dedicated
to Goddess Bhadu.

Rural & Folk Festivals of Bengal

Poush Mela - Shantiniketan Cultural
Festival (December)

« An annual fair in Tagore’s Santiniketan,
featuring Baul music, tribal dances, and
handicraft.

Tusu Parab — The Tribal Harvest Festival
(January)

« A festival of Santhal and Oraon tribes,
celebrated with folk songs and
_ community feasts.

Karam Puja — Worship of Nature
(August)

« An agricultural festival honoring the
Karam tree for prosperity.

Gangasagar Mela — The Largest
Pilgrimage Fair (January)

* Held at Sagar Island, where the Ganges
meets the Bay of Bengal.

- The second-largest pilgrimage
congregation after the Kumbh Mela.

Baha Parab — The Flower Festival of
Gajan & Charak Puja — The Shiva Festival JoRes '(Mquh.)
« A spring festival where Santhals offer Sall

(April) & Mgt
« Marked by extreme penance, e Se

fire-walking, and fasting.

Bishu Parab — The New Year of the
Rajbanshis (April)

| - Celebrated with folk music and
* traditional feasts.
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Muslim Festivals in Bengal Christian Festivals in Kolkata Buddha Purnima (May)
« Observed with prayers at Mahabodhi
Society and Buddhist monasteries.

Eid-ul-Fitr — The Festival of Breaking the
Fast

« Celebrated at the end of Ramadan, with
grand prayers at Nakhoda Mosque and
Tipu Sultan Mosque.

« Special dishes: Biryani, Seviyan, Haleem.

Christmas & Park Street Festival
(December 25)

« Park Street transforms into a winter
wonderland, with lights, music, and
Christmas markets.
+ Midnight Mass at St. Paul's Cathedral [
and Bandel Church. "

Eid-ul-Adha - The Festival of Sacrifice
« A festival of charity and communal
feasts.

Mahavir Jayanti (April)
« Celebrated by Jains, honouring Lord
Mahavira.

Good Friday & Easter
» Good Friday marks Christ’'s crucifixion,
while Easter celebrates His resurrection.

Muharram - The Day of Remembrance  sjkh, Buddhist, and Jain Festivals
+ Marked by processions and prayers,

especially at Imambaras in Bengal. Guru Nanak Jayanti (November)
« Celebrated at the end of Ramadan, with &

grand prayers at Nakhoda Mosque and
Tipu Sultan Mosque.
« Special dishes: Biryani, Seviyan, Haleem.
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Festival Calendar for the Year

Month Festival

January Gangasagar Mela, Poush Melag, Tusu Parab

February Saraswati Puja, Dol Jatra (Holi)

March-April Poila Boishakh, Baisakhi, Easter, Mahavir Jayanti, Karam Puja
May Buddha Purnima, Eid-ul-Fitr

June-July Rath Yatra, Eid-ul-Adha

August Bhadu Festival, Bishu Parab, Independence Day
September-October Durga Puja, Navratri, Diwali, Kali Puja

November Guru Nanak Jayanti, Jagadhatri Puja, Muharram

December Christmas, Park Street Festival, Poush Mela

Looking Ahead

West Bengal's festivals showcase its inclusive and vibrant culture, where diversity is celebrated, and unity is strengthened. The
essence of Bengal lies in its ability to embrace all traditions and make every festival a shared joy.

In our next issue, we explore Kolkata’'s legendary food culture — from street food to historic restaurants!

Stay tuned for a mouthwatering journey!
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